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Intensive Inde-
pendent Living is one
of seven progams at
the YWCA of Bing-
hamton/Broome
County supported by
United Way of
Broome County.

The others are
Adult Housing, Emer-
gency Housing,
EncorePlus Breast
Care Prevention-
Education-Advocacy,
Child Care, Fitness,
and Transitional Liv-
ing.

For further infor-
mation about any of
these programs, con-
tact the YWCA, 80
Hawley Street, Bing-
hamton, NY 13901, or
call (607) 772-0340.
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Malinda has been a resident at the YWCA of
Binghamton/Broome County several times. Her first
stay didn’t last very long. Living with her husband
James was not a good situation for either Malinda or
their children. Despite the suggestion of the YWCA
staff, she left its security to return to her husband,
putting herself and her children back into danger.

Last year Malinda was back at the YWCA again as
she and her husband had separated due, in a large
part, to the mental health issues and developmental
disabilities both of them have.

Return to YWCA Housing
This time, Malinda agreed to a goal-oriented plan

in order to stay at the YWCA. She was accepted into
the YWCA’s Intensive Independent Living Program,
which provides semi-permanent housing and ser-
vices for women ages 19 to 26 and their children.
Services in this pro-
gram include voca-
tional/educational
counseling and job
training referral.

Malinda’s two
children were now in
foster care and she
was pregnant when
she arrived at the
YWCA this time.
While staying at the
YWCA, Malinda deliv-
ered a very healthy
third child, a daugh-
ter she named Madi-
son. YWCA staff were
with Malinda during
her labor and deliv-
ery and stayed with
her at the hospital all
the time she was there.

While in the Intensive Independent Living Pro-
gram, Malinda continued her education and com-
pleted high school requirements through the Gen-
eral Educational Development (GED) testing pro-
gram, obtained mental health counseling and case
management from the Broome County Mental
Health Department, and obtained parenting and nu-
trition education through Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion.

Supervised Visits With Children
Malinda also was able to have regular supervised

visits with her two children in foster care and even
developed a strong relationship with the foster
mother caring for them.

However, Malinda soon lost custody of Madison,
her third child. This was primarily because she
would not stay away from the home of her husband
James, which was identified by the Broome County
Department of Social Services as not being a safe lo-
cation for either her or the children.

Given Malinda’s developmental disabilities and
mental health problems, she made great progress
while in the Intensive Independent Living Program.
Malinda left the program about a year ago, but still
keeps in contact with the staff as they are her
grounding point and a source of stability in her life.
For Malinda, they have become her “second family”

which she not only seeks out in time of crisis
but also shares her accomplishments with
them.

Earlier this year the foster mother adopted
Madison and the other two children, but
Malinda still is allowed to visit them occasion-
ally. Malinda now has her own apartment and
has begun the procedure to divorce her hus-
band. This was a difficult decision for Malinda
because they now have a fourth child, Ethan,
who was born during the summer. Malinda is
determined to keep her new son with her until
he is an adult.

Is This a Success Story?
Because three of her children were adopted

by someone else, Malinda’s story may not seem
to be a successful one. Many young women
come to the YWCA with major disabilities and
difficulties in their lives. They are able to accom-
plish great things, although they may not suc-

ceed in reversing all of the problems in their lives.
Success for them is improving their situation, some-
times in very small steps.

When you donate to United Way’s Community
Care Fund you support the Intensive Independent
Living Program of the YWCA and more than 100 other
programs in Broome County that respond to the
needs of area residents from infants to senior citi-
zens.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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If you’ve always wondered what YOU can
do, call the VVVVVooooolululululuntntntntntarararararyyyyy A A A A Action Cction Cction Cction Cction Centententententer ater ater ater ater at
729-2592.  729-2592.  729-2592.  729-2592.  729-2592.  Individuals, families, groups—
all are needed for:
• visiting
• office assistance
• organizing
• tutoring
• animal care
• committee work
• mentoring

. . . the possibilities are endless!

Non-profit organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit number 204
Binghamton, NY

If you live in Broome, Chenango, or Tioga
Counties, we can locate the information
or help you need . . . quickly and confi-
dentially.

Call us atCall us atCall us atCall us atCall us at 729-9100 (Broome County)
1-800-227-5353 (Chenango County)
1-888-266-5252 (Tioga County)
www.firstcallforhelp.info

Teaming for Technology helps
nonprofit agencies in Broome County
with any technology problems they
may have, such as converting
databases, hardware and software
troubleshooting, computer installa-
tion and networking.

If you are a nonprofit organization in
need of technical assistance, call Bill
Newcomb or Ray Yeager at 77777222229-9-9-9-9-22222555559999922222.
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MEMBER AGENCIES AND SERVICES - 2007
ACCORD—A Center for Dispute Resolu-

tion, Inc.
Action for Older Persons, Inc.
American Civic Association, Inc.
American Red Cross, Southern Tier

Chapter
American Social Health Association
Arthritis Foundation, Broome County

Chapter
Boy Scouts of America, Baden-Powell

Council, Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Binghamton, Inc.
Boys and Girls Club of Western Broome,

Inc.--Family Center
Broome County Catholic Youth Organiza-

tion
Broome County Urban League, Inc.
Broome County YMCA
Broome-Tioga Association for Retarded

Citizens
Catholic Social Services of Broome

County
Community Planning
Crime Victims Assistance Center, Inc.
Day Nursery Association

Deposit Foundation and Rural Housing
Services, Inc.

Family and Children’s Society of Broome
County, Inc.

First Call For Help
Girl Scouts, Indian Hills Council, Inc.
Handicapped Children’s Association of

Southern New York, Inc.
Jewish Community Center of Binghamton
Johnson City Senior Citizens Center, Inc.
Legal Aid of Mid-New York
Literacy Volunteers of Broome/Tioga,

Inc.
Mental Health Association of the

Southern Tier, Inc.
National Multiple Sclerosis (MS)

Society, Upstate New York Chapter
Planned Parenthood of South Central

New York, Inc.
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program

(RSVP)
The Salvation Army
SOS Shelter, Inc.
Teaming for Technology
Voluntary Action Center
Wilson Children’s Center
YWCA of Binghamton/Broome County

VENTURE GRANT RECIPIENTS - 2007
ACCORD, A Center for Dispute Resolu-

tion, Inc.
Boy Scouts of America, Baden-Powell

Council
Broome County Urban League
Broome County YMCA, West Family

Branch
Broome-Tioga ARC
Catholic Youth Organization
Day Nursery Association
The Discovery Center of the Southern

Tier
Family Enrichment Network, Inc.
Foundation of the State University of

New York at Binghamton, Inc.
Girl Scouts, Indian Hills Council
Lourdes Youth Services
Opportunities for Broome, Inc.
Volunteers of America of Western New

York, Inc.


